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• Search for knowledge
• Establish novel facts
• Solve new or existing problems
• Prove new ideas
• Develop new theories
• Use scientific methods
• Why? To make the world a better place
Research – the what and the why
Open Access
“Unrestricted online access to articles 
published in scholarly journals”
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_access_(publishing)
“Open-access (OA) literature is digital, online, 
free of charge, and free of most copyright 
and licensing restrictions”
Source: http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm
If access to information is open …
It can help save lives
If access to information is open …
It can help prevent corruption
If access to information is open …
It can help improve education
If access to information is open …
It can help save our planet
If access to information is open …
It can stimulate new ideas
If access to information is open …
Plagiarism can be detected easier
If access to information is open …
Duplication can be avoided
If access to information is open …
Research findings can be shared and 
validated
If access to information is open …
It can increase the impact of your research
If access to information is open …
Your research becomes highly visible
If access to information is open …
It can become more affordable
If access to information is open …
It can allow for post-publication peer-
review
How can researchers help 
promote Open Access to 
Information?
3 ways …
Publish in an OA journal (Gold route)
Publish/Host and digitally preserve your 
own OA journal titles using e.g. OJS (Gold 
route)
Deposit a copy of all post-print articles, incl. 
other research related material in your 
institutional repository (Green route)
1
2
3
Publish in an OA journal1
http://www.doaj.org/
OA Titles Accredited by DHET
Accredited Open Access Title at 
UFS registered with DOAJ
ASSAf SciELO: http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_serial&pid=1015-
8758&lng=en&nrm=iso
Sabinet: http://www.journals.co.za/ej/ejour_theolog.html
UFS: http://www.ufs.ac.za/templates/journals.aspx?journal=5
AJOL: http://www.ajol.info/index.php/actat/issue/archive
http://www.ufs.ac.za/templates/journals.aspx
Host your own OA journal titles2
• AOSIS, ASSAf SciELO, AJOL, SU
• Self-hosting using e.g. OJS Open Source 
journal management & publishing system
• More than just a web page
• E-workflow
• Digitally preserve journals with LOCKSS
• Non-profit
• Library – role is changing
• http://pkp.sfu.ca/?q=ojs
Example OA journal
http://perlinguam.journals.ac.za
10 Journals launched today
8 DHET accredited
Peer-reviewed
Manage their own journals
Important when hosting a journal
• Choice of software e.g. OJS
• Open standards
• Domain name e.g. perlinguam.journals.ac.za
• DOI prefix for each journal title
• EISSN
• Metadata
• Back-up’s
• Digital preservation using LOCKSS
• Register with directories, harvesters, Wikipedia
• DHET accreditation & ISI impact factor 
Establish an Institutional 
Repository3
Strategic Objective of University
“Our vision for South Africa and the 
rest of the African continent is a 
future free from poverty, where the 
human dignity of all people is 
protected …
This publication is an expression of 
the importance we place on 
sharing our science and 
research  with others for the 
benefit of society as a whole!” – Prof 
H Russel Botman, Research at Stellenbosch
University 2010
What is an Institutional Repository
• Set of services
• Management & dissemination of digital 
materials
• Organizational commitment
• Stewardship
• Long-term preservation
• Organization
• Open access/ distribution
(Lynch 2003)




http://www.dspace.org/ 1 138 users 
Benefits
• Central archive of research assets digitally 
preserved
• Showcase & increase profile
• Increases visibility, usage, impact, citations
• Attracts world class researchers & 
researchers from other disciplines
• Build on completed research
• Persistent URL’s
• Full text fully searchable
• Etc.



Types of research material
• Primary: 
– Research Articles, Chapters in Books, Books, 
Conference Proceedings, Theses, Dissertations
• Secondary: 
– Inaugural Addresses, Conference Presentations & 
Posters, Images, Audio- & Audiovisual Clips, 
Seminars/Open Lectures, Conferences, 
Experiments, Data sets, and many more!
Chapters in Books
Presentations
Theses & Dissertations
Inaugural Addresses Music Compositions
Investigation into the semiochemical
communication involved in neonatal offspring 
recognition in sheep/Viviers, Marlize Zaretha
Thesis (PhD (Chemistry and Polymer 
Science))--University of Stellenbosch, 2010. 
http://hub.hku.hk/rp/rp00023





http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo /
Over 18000 journals from 1000 publishers
Post-prints as being the version of the 
paper after peer-review, with revisions 
having been made
Types of research material
What’s next?


“We’d like to think that 
the best ideas win, but 
the truth is that the best 
communicated ideas
win. 
An author put it very 
clearly to me. He said, 
“My greatest risk is not 
piracy; the stealing of 
my content. My greatest 
risk is obscurity.”
Mark Shuttleworth
SU OA Seminar 2010
Congratulations to the UFS for signing 
the Berlin Declaration on Open Access!
Thank you!
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